REGULAR MEETING OF THE BIG STONE COUNTY BOARD
August 18, 2026

	The Big Stone County Board of Commissioners met in the Commissioners’ Room at 8:30 AM on Tuesday, August 18, 2026.  Vice Chairman Klages called the meeting to order with Commissioners Radermacher, Thyne and Athey present. Commissioner Zimmel was absent. Also present were Mike Swenson of the Ortonville Independent, County Attorney Rebecca Trapp and Coordinator Pam Rud. The Pledge of Allegiance followed.  
	Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the August 4th meeting. 
	Motion by Thyne, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to approve the agenda with the additions of Sheriff Brown golf cart ordinance update and Engineering Technician. 
Commissioners reported on the following committees:
	Radermacher – CPH, Canvassing, Work session
	Athey – P5, Work session, Fair Board
	Thyne – Historical Society, Canvassing, Work session
	Klages – Toqua Park, PW (2), CPT, Work session, PdTRA
	Sheriff Brown informed the board that he will be working with Attorney Trapp to develop an ordinance for golf cart and ATV use on county roads. 	
	Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to authorize payment of claims as presented by Finance & Government Services Director Cindy Brehmer.  Vendors, excluding Family Services, receiving payments in excess of $2,000 are as follows:
		Bituminous Paving		3,288.62
		CHS			3,533.13	
		Counties Providing Technology		7,106.00
		H & H Car Care		2,387.53
		MMB Treasury		2,161.50
		SHI International		3,537.87
		Western Consolidated Coop		4,260.00
		50 Payments Less Than $2,000	19,926.07		
			Total		$46,200.72
	Brehmer asked for questions and/or comments on the year-to-date financial information provided for the Board’s review.
	Brehmer presented a tobacco license application for RT Stores in Clinton. Motion by Athey, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to approve the application as presented.  
	Jason Frank with Pioneerland Library provided an update on the libraries’ activities this past year.  Frank also presented his budget request for 2027 which reflected a 3% increase. 
	Family Service Director Laura Laub presented agreements with Ortonville and CGB schools for costs to Greater Minnesota Family Services that are not covered by DHS collaborative funding.  Motion by Radermacher, seconded by Thyne and carried with Commissioners Radermacher, Thyne and Athey voting aye and Commissoner Klages voting nay.	
	Laub informed the Board that the county will receive $5000.00 for Local Homeless Prevention Aid in 2027 and those funds will be given to Prairie Five to use in their housing programs.
	Laub requested that the Board waive initial and relicensing childcare fees for 2027.  Motion by Thyne, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to waive the fees as requested.  
	Trapp discussed the solar project at the Beardsley highway shop and reviewed all options.  Trapp recommended that the Board withdraw the solar grant and no longer pursue the project. Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to end the Beardsley solar project.
	Rud presented the 2027 Countryside Public Health tobacco compliance contract. Motion by Thyne, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to approve the contract as presented. 
	Rud presented the 2027 Countryside Public Health cannabis compliance contract. Motion by Athey, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to approve the contract as presented.
	Environmental Technician Arnold Jibben presented the Ag Inspector Grant and requested permission to apply for the grant and sign on behalf of the County. Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to apply for the grant and allow Jibben to sign.
	County Engineer Jorden Roggenbuck requested permission to issue final payment to Bituminous Paving Inc for project SAP 006-625-012, Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to authorize payment as presented.
	Rud requested permission to post the Engineer Technician position. Motion by Thyne, seconded by Athey and carried unanimously to post the position as presented.
	Environmental Director Darren Wilke presented the SSTS grant and requested permission to apply for the grant and sign on behalf of the County.  Motion by Athey, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to apply for the grant and allow Wilke to sign on behalf of the County.
	Motion by Athey, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to recess the board meeting at 9:18 AM.
	Work Session included discussion on upcoming AMC conferences and ditch meetings.  Discussion also included the loan that was issued to the fair board in 2024 and the repayment of the loan.  The fair board would like the county to consider matching any payments that they make on the loan.  Questions on the legality of this request were brought up and we will discuss it at a future board meeting. 
	Vice Chair Klages ended the recess at 10:00 AM and opened the Public Hearing for an Ordinance on Data Center Moratorium.  Wilke updated the Board on activities that have been done on ordinances for data centers across the State.  There were no public comments on the proposed ordinance. Motion by Radermacher, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to close the hearing at 10:08 AM.
	Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to adopt the Ordinance 02-26 for Data Center Moratorium.
	Vice Chairman Klages adjourned the meeting at 10:12 AM. 
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Jeff Klages, Vice Chairman	 	   	   Pam Rud, Coordinator
