REGULAR MEETING OF THE BIG STONE COUNTY BOARD
September 1, 2026

	The Big Stone County Board of Commissioners met in the Commissioners’ Room at 8:30 AM on Tuesday, September 1, 2026.  Chairman Zimmel called the meeting to order with Commissioners Klages, Radermacher, Thyne and Athey present. Also present were Mike Swenson of the Ortonville Independent, County Attorney Rebecca Trapp and Coordinator Pam Rud. The Pledge of Allegiance followed.  
	Motion by Klages, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the August 18th regular board meeting. 
	Motion by Thyne, seconded by Athey and carried unanimously to approve the agenda with the addition of awarding a contract for project SAP-006-599-011. 
Commissioners reported on the following committees:
	Radermacher – Ditch mtgs (2), Appleton roundtable
Athey – Ditch mtg, P5
Zimmel – Ditch mtgs (2), Prairie Waters, Western Probation
	Klages – Ditch mtgs (2), Woodland (2), CPT 
Thyne – MSI, Ditch mtgs (2), HRA
	Motion by Klages, seconded by Athey and carried unanimously to authorize payment of claims as presented by Finance & Government Services Director Cindy Brehmer.  Vendors, excluding Family Services, receiving payments in excess of $2,000 are as follows:
		Alpha Training & Tactics		$2,427.97		
		Business of Child Care		9,000.00
		DDA Human Resources		8,500.00
		Greenlightups Holdings		8,638.40
		KNOWiNK		4,160.00
		Shereffler/Lawrence		2,750.00
		29 Payments Less Than $2,000          	         8,897.00                                
                                 Total                                                $ 44,373.37
	Family Service Director Laura Laub presented the Human Service Performance Management report which measures Child Safety and Permanency and MFIP/DWP Self-Support Index.  Big Stone County achieved high marks in both areas identified and no performance improvement plan is required. 
	Laub presented a Foster Care Transportation Agreement with the Ortonville School District for school years 2026-2028.  Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to approve the agreement as presented.  
	Laub informed the board that she submitted a request to the SW 18 Adult Mental Health Initiative for an additional $15,000 in CSP funding and was awarded the additional funds. Motion by Thyne, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to accept the CSP funds. 
	Big Stone County Fair Board member Matthew Wellendorf provided an update on the 2026 County Fair and discussed the loan that the county provided to the fair board and payback options.  A request was made to the board to match any payments that were made.  Attorney Trapp stated that it was not legal to do this and the county cannot match payments on the loan.  Increasing appropriations were also discussed to allow the fair board more funds to pay back the County.  Attorney Trapp stated that we cannot increase appropriations to pay back the loan.  Increased appropriations could be considered for future projects.  
	IT Director Matt Anderson presented the Minnesota Cyber Response Team service agreement. This team will act as an advisory team and assist counties as needed. Motion by Klages, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to approve the agreement and allow Anderson to sign the agreement. 
	Environmental Director Darren Wilke informed the Board that he has accepted quotes for the recycling contract but needs follow-up information before he presents them to the board.  This will be discussed at the September 15th meeting.
	County Engineer Jorden Roggenbuck requested that the Board allow the highway department to award SAP 006-599-011, Akron Township Bridge 06J18 to Joe Riley Construction in the amount of $322,906.30.  Motion by Athey, seconded by Klages and carried unanimously to award the bid as presented and authorize the County Attorney and County Engineer to sign the contract.
	Motion by Klages, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to close the meeting at 9:07 AM to discuss real property transactions.
	Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to open the meeting at 9:34 AM. 
	Chairman Zimmel adjourned the meeting at 9:34 AM.
	Work Session included a discussion on upcoming AMC meetings and conferences, 2027 budget development and levy setting and input on golf cart/UTV ordinance development.
	 
	




					         ATTEST:				    	          	 
Chad Zimmel, Chairman	 	   	  	 Pam Rud, Coordinator
