REGULAR MEETING OF THE BIG STONE COUNTY BOARD
October 6, 2026

	The Big Stone County Board of Commissioners met in the Commissioners’ Room at 8:30 AM on Tuesday, October 6, 2026.  Chairman Zimmel called the meeting to order with Commissioners Klages, Radermacher, Thyne and Athey present. Also present were Mike Swenson of the Ortonville Independent, County Attorney Rebecca Trapp and Coordinator Pam Rud. The Pledge of Allegiance followed.  
	Motion by Thyne, seconded by Klages and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the September 15th regular board meeting. 
	Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to approve the agenda with the addition of closed session for attorney/client privilege and a dilapidated structure application for parcel 17-0096-000. 
Commissioners reported on the following committees:
	Thyne – MSI, Pioneerland, AMC, Historical Society, PW
Klages – Woodland (x2), CPT (x2), PW
Zimmel – MRC, AMC, PIC, RDC
	Athey – Fair Board, P5
Radermacher – MRC, AMC, CPT
	Motion by Athey, seconded by Klages and carried unanimously to authorize payment of claims as presented by Finance & Government Services Director Cindy Brehmer.  Vendors, excluding Family Services, receiving payments in excess of $2,000 are as follows:
		Chosen Valley Testing		$3,708.00
		CHS			6,757.28
		Bohlman Ag Service		7,077.58
		Hart Intercivic		10,343.76
		Insight Public Sector		8,960.73
		JRH Auto		2,632.34
		Les Jones Roofing 		72,424.77
		M-R Sign Co		6,024.36
		Oldcastle Infrastructure		5,967.56
		Ortonville Independent		2,675.09
		Ratwik, Roszak & Maloney		2,839.85
		Regents 		8,061.94
		Rinke-Noonan		4,779.00
		Ronglien & Sons Excavating		5,930.00
		SHI International		3,710.70
		Western Consolidated Coop		39,295.87
		Wilson Earthworks		2,676.00		
		44 Payments Less Than $2,000          	      18,887.11                                
                                 Total                                                $212,751.94
	Family Services Director Laura Laub presented a Purchase of Service Agreement with Woodland Centers to provide Community Support Program services in the County.  Laub recommended allocating the full 2027 CSP grant amount of $56,340 to Woodland Centers for this service. Motion by Klages, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to approve the agreement as presented.
	Laub presented an updated Civil Rights Assurance Agreement for the 2027-2028 biennium. Motion by Klages, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to approve the agreement as presented.
	Environmental Director Darren Wilke informed the Board that the SSTS sewer system grant and the low-income sewer upgrade funding have been received by the State. No other changes to the programs were made. 
	County Engineer Jorden Roggenbuck provided a Highway Department update on various projects.
	Environmental Technician Arnold Jibben informed the Board that a petition to use an established drainage system as an outlet has been received by the County as the drainage authority. This is located near CD 18 and a public hearing needs to be set as required but Mn Stat. 103E.401.  Motion by Klages, seconded by Thyne and carried with Commissioners Thyne, Klages, Zimmel and Athey voting aye and Commissioner Radermacher abstaining to set the public hearing for November 3rd at 10:00 in the Commissioner room. 
	Human Resources Manager Heather Henrich presented the 2027 Medicare retiree rates.  Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to approve the rates as presented.
	Henrich requested that the Board consider changing the title of County Coordinator to County Administrator as the duties in the job description more closely align with the duties of an Administrator and this has been part of the organizational plan for the past 5 years. This change would not affect the rate of pay since duties are already aligned with Administrator. Once the change is completed for 1-1-27 then Henrich will begin working with the labor attorney on a contract as the current one expires on 12-31-26. Motion by Klages, seconded by Athey and carried unanimously to change the title effective 1-1-27 to County Administrator. 
	Rud presented a partnership contract with the State of Minnesota for the Phase 1 EV infrastructure grant.  Motion by Thyne, seconded by Klages and carried unanimously to approve the contract as presented.  
	Motion by Klages, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to close the meeting at 9:06 AM for attorney/client privilege discussion.
	Motion by Athey, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to open the meeting at 9:44 AM. 
	Attorney Trapp presented the attorney assistance request from the City of Benson for prosecution services.  Motion by Klages, seconded by Radermacher and carried unanimously to allow Attorney Trapp to assist the City of Benson for an approximate three-week period to allow them time to find long term coverage.
	Rud requested approval of a Social Work Trainee position as an internal applicant applied for the open social work position and meets the requirements for a one-year trainee position until they are eligible for a regular social work appointment.  This would be a Grade 10 position until the one-year was successfully completed.  Motion by Klages, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to approve the social work trainee position at Grade 10 and enter into a MOA with the Union for the position. 
	
	Rud shared the retirement notice for Auditor/Treasurer Michelle Knutson effective 12-31-26.  Knutson has worked for the County for 31 years and thanked the Board for their trust, support and opportunities they provided her throughout her career.  Motion by Athey, seconded by Thyne and carried unanimously to accept her resignation with gratitude for her work, dedication and commitment to the County and acknowledgment of the strong financial position she is leaving the County in.
	Rud presented a dilapidated structure application for parcel 17-0096-000. Motion by Athey, seconded by Klages and carried unanimously to approve $4500.00 for the dilapidated structure as presented.
	Chairman Zimmel adjourned the meeting at 9:52 AM.
	Work session included a discussion on the local food shelf and the need to repair the concrete pad in front of the building.  Rud informed the Board that she is working with the building owners and Prairie 5 to come up with a solution to get it fixed. 
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